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“There are challenges perhaps in the
way God works that are contrary to
what we would expect...that really

move us off our sense of righteousness,
our sense of stability and ask us to
reexamine where we are.”

Message from the President

Dear Friends and Supporters,

Ten years ago, A Faith That Does Justice (AFTDJ) was founded in response to that challenge.
Our founder, Peter Gyves, SJ, MD, believed that faith should unsettle us and draw us into deeper
solidarity with those who suffer. Priest and prophet, leader and servant, he brought to life a
vision in which we not only profess our faith but live it intentionally in service to others.

Today, our programs serve hundreds of immigrants, refugees, the homeless, the hungry, and
other marginalized individuals. Our writings and presentations on social justice and interfaith
collaboration reach thousands each week, advancing our work and inspiring our followers
and others of goodwill and good faith to act with greater courage, and when necessary, resist
even more forcefully the forces of oppression and repression. In a divided moment, interfaith
collaboration strengthens our moral clarity, builds solidarity, and amplifies our voices.

The challenges facing our communities and our country today are real and urgent. This is
precisely the kind of moment Father Peter prepared us for.

We are deeply grateful for the many ways you have stood with us over the past year. Your
encouragement, engagement, donations, ideas, and prayers have made possible all that we do.

What follows highlights our continuing commitment to realizing Father Peter’s vision of a
more just world.

Peace and blessings,

Thomas E. Dwyer
President and Executive Director
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MEETING THE MOMENT:

Raising Faithful Voices for Justice

Our faith-based social justice outreach and

awareness is not simply a program but a In respon§e to gI'OWlI.lg threats
philosophy of action that undergirds all that we to justice and equity, we

do, believe, and promote. It begins by noticing increased our emphasis on
who is vulnerable and whose voice is missing and speaking out against injustice

needs to be heard.

$180,000
We bring this work to life through faithful
witness and testimony during our live-streamed
Fireside Chats, Weekly Word guest essays on $160,000 Grab & Go
faith-based social justice issues of the day, a
timely weekly newsletter spotlighting social ills

e . . $140,000
as well as hopeful reform initiatives, and faith-
filled Reflections that inspire and sustain action.
Grab & Go
$120,000
The titles tell the story:
From our Fireside Chat Series
$100,000
Faith in Action: Standing Up Against Harsh
Immigration Policies
Faith and Resistance 580,000
Finding Our Voice: The Journey of
Immigrant Leaders $60,000
From The Weekly Word $40,000
First They Came for Our Neighbors: Faith,
Poverty and Protest $20,000
- The Call to Justice: A Divine Imperative in
the Struggle Between Truth and Falsehood s
(0]

How Tikkun Olam Became Jewish Social
Justice

2024 2025
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MEETING THE MOMENT: RAISING FAITHFUL VOICES FOR JUSTICE

Fireside Chat guests and The Weekly Word writers
come from all faith traditions and include those
with lived and living experience.

In-person and Zoom workshops and presentations
to parishes, community groups, and networks
further manifest this mindfulness and
intentionality, with topics like:

Helping God Draw Straight with
Crooked Lines

Confronting Massive Injustice with A
Simple Faith

The Signs of the Times Are Leading
Us Where?

Fireside Chat on Faith and Resistance

This “Mindfulness” asks us not simply to be
aware, but to respond and undertake intentional
acts of justice in community with others — to step
out of our churches, synagogues, and mosques
and into the world of suffering and need with
conviction and strength.

Through The Weekly Word and the Friday
Newsletter, our message reaches over 4,000
followers regularly. We give voice to their
experiences through our “Faith in Action” web
series in which our followers pen essays about

practicing their faith in service to others. Fireside Chat with Fellows from the Immigrants Lead Boston —
Community Action Project

A sampling of our social justice mindfulness writings from different faith perspectives
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DELIVERING FAITH IN ACTION:

Direct Service to our Communities in Need

The natural next step to our work engaging in faithful advocacy is direct service to our communities in
need. We launched our English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL) program eight years ago to walk
in solidarity with immigrants in our community. Following the COVID-19 pandemic and the rising food
insecurity in our hometown of Boston, we launched our Food Assistance Grab and Go food program.

WELCOMING IMMIGRANTS: ENGLISH FOR
SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES CLASSES

Our English for Speakers of Other Languages (ESOL)
program serves students both online and in-person in

Boston. This year we kicked off our 27th cycle of the
volunteer-led program - and enrollment is greater
than it has ever been. We are presently running seven
classes concurrently - the most we’ve ever held at
one time. This demonstrates both the need for these
services and the growing interest in volunteering. We
are also seeing a growing interest from our students
in online classes, giving us the opportunity to expand
beyond Boston and serve students across the country.

The needs of our students are great and go beyond
language. When a group of students couldn’t attend
in-person classes on a brutally cold winter day because
they did not own jackets, our generous volunteers
purchased winter coats. We have provided lunch
programs to ensure they receive a mid-day meal, and
we purchased umbrellas during a particularly rainy
spring. Our work is not intended to simply teach a
language, but to welcome them to their new home, to
ease their transition, and to support their journey.

€52

KON

ESOL Adult Students
Served in 2025

BY THE
NUMBERS

180
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Nearly Half of Program Dollars
Are Focused on Teaching Adult
Immigrants Basic English

Food
Assistance

14%

Social Justice
Education and
Outreach

31%

English for Speakers
of Other Languages

49%

From 2025 IRS Form 990

ESOL Adult Students
Served Since Inception

Class Cycles
Completed




ADDRESSING FOOD INSECURITY:
GRAB & GO PROGRAM

Residents of Boston, like many other urban
centers around the country, have experienced
rising food costs and cuts to safety net programs.
We recognized this need and have launched an
expanded Food Assistance program now operating
twice a week from two different churches in
Boston’s urban core. Volunteers pack nutritious
bagged lunches and distribute them on the streets,
and at Emmanuel Church in the City of Boston and
from the Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual Help.
During the winter especially, they pass out clothing,
including knit hats, gloves, coats, and warm socks,
donated by parishioners of nearby Saint Cecilia
Parish. At all times, volunteers offer compassion
with a smile and a personal touch.

BY THE NUMBERS

Food
Assistance
Sites

3,885

Number of Meals
Distributed in 2025

5,858

Number of Meals
Distributed
Since Inception
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THE VOLUNTEER DIFFERENGE:

The People Behind the Mission

AFTD] is an all-volunteer, interfaith organization. Our remarkably talented volunteers are committed
and compassionate, supported by funding from our equally compassionate and generous donors. What
begins as an act of service or a straightforward donation is transformed into something deeper: a
spiritual encounter, a moral commitment, a gift that brings hope.

THE SATURDAY MORNING GRAB & GO TEAM

The wind chill was -11°F on a Saturday morning in
January, yet the usual group of volunteers gathered in the
basement kitchen of Mission Church to prepare lunches
for distribution on the streets in one of Boston’s poorest
neighborhoods

Eileen, a volunteer who travels the farthest from one of
the Boston suburbs, says, “I feel compelled to do this!”
Gene, another volunteer, first came out of curiosity.
Then, realizing that his presence made a difference, he
became a regular. He speaks repeatedly about hearing
heartfelt expressions of gratitude from those who had so
little, when he himself has so much and had performed
something so simple.

Deanna, the volunteer program manager, came to the
Food Assistance program after she lost her job due to

a life-altering illness. The experience forced her to
reexamine her priorities. Guided by her faith and its call
to care for the hungry, the sick, and the vulnerable, she
chose to center her life more intentionally and not just
stand by, but act.

“This changes you. You can’t do this

and not have it change you,” Gene said.
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THE VOLUNTEER DIFFERENCE: THE PEOPLE BEHIND THE MISSION

TEACHING (MORE THAN) ENGLISH TO
IMMIGRANTS

Susan calls her experience teaching English to Speakers of
Other Languages (ESOL) “an incredible gift.”

Having retired after fifty years as a primary care physician,
Susan felt a real void in her life. She loved spending time with
her grandchildren and enjoyed multiple hobbies, but she
missed the intensity and rhythm of caring for her patients.

When a friend first mentioned the need for ESOL teachers,
Susan hesitated. Then, she remembered living in Paris
decades earlier. She recalled what it felt like to negotiate
life with limited language skills — her reluctance to speak,
the embarrassment at mispronouncing words. A French
language course had helped, but she hadn’t forgotten that
vulnerability. She said yes.

She speaks of her students with great admiration. “It takes
enormous courage and energy to be an immigrant,” she
says. Susan wanted her students to know that she saw their
courage and tenacity. She became more than their teacher;
she became their coach and mentor. In her class, Susan built
a community. They marked special occasions, like birthdays,
with cake and candles. At Christmastime, the students held
a fiesta, bringing in dishes from their home countries. They
shared food, stories, and laughter.

Volunteering with the ESOL program, Susan realized, offered
her a way to live her values and respond with kindness and
humanity to the government’s inhumane treatment toward
immigrants and other marginalized individuals. In that
basement classroom, she and her students found connection,
community, and spiritual renewal.

“There was enormous satisfaction,”
Susan says, “in being able to once

again give yourself to others and to
care for them.”
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NEWEST BOARD MEMBER

Turns Faith into Action

Rabbi James Greene, the newest member of the Board of Directors,
believes that people of different faiths often share far more than is
recognized and that when faith communities stand together, their
collective voice carries great moral force. For him, interfaith work is
both natural and necessary.

The Jewish tradition teaches that each person reflects God’s presence
and that the role of a person of faith is to strive to uncover the gifts they
have and to marshal them in the service of others.

As Chief Executive Officer of Jewish Family Service of Western

Massachusetts, Rabbi Greene leads an agency that serves 8,000 clients, half of whom are new American
immigrants and refugees. Based in Springfield, M4, it is the largest refugee-serving organization in
Massachusetts.

He was particularly inspired by our founder Father Peter’s description of compassion as something
visceral: “It is being sick to your stomach at what you see and saying: ‘I cannot accept what I see, and I
am going to act because of that.””

At the heart of Rabbi Greene’s work is a simple but powerful question: “What does it mean to show up?”
Rabbi Greene’s own experience of “radical hospitality” transformed him. He recounts an experience
where neighbors in his own community, all emergency responders, came to his family’s aid after one of
his foster children experienced an unforeseen crisis.

Overwhelmed by the experience, he decided to give back to his community and trained to become a
firefighter, then an Emergency Medical Technician. Last year, in addition to his full-time leadership
role and Board service, he answered more than 330 calls. He shows up, and in doing so, bears continuing
witness to a simple truth — one’s presence, particularly in times of need, is a gift.

“...the role of a person of faith is to strive to
uncover the gifts they have to share and to

marshal them in the service of others.”
- Rabbi Greene
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BRINGING VISION TO LIFE:

Donors, Partners, Volunteers, Leadership Team, Board Members

The work of AFTD] is made possible by our donors, our volunteers, and through our many partnerships.
We are deeply grateful for their collaboration and shared commitment to our mission.

PARTNERS

Boston Baptist Social Union

Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help (Mission Church)

Basilica of Our Lady of Perpetual
Help Young Adult Ministry

Boston Rescue Mission
Cooley LLP

Emmanuel Episcopal Church in
the City of Boston

HarborOne (now Eastern Bank)
Foundation

Ignatian Volunteer Corps
Jewish Vocational Service

Mayor’s Office for Immigrant

Advancement and its Community

Action Fund

Saint Cecilia Parish

Saint Cecilia Parish Advent Giving

Tree Program

Saint Cecilia Knitting and
Crocheting Group

Saint Cecelia Youth Ministry
St. Stephen’s Youth Programs
TCC Gives

The Episcopal Church of St.
Augustine and St. Martin

Women’s Lunch Place
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Thomas E. Dwyer, Director and President
Retired President and Executive Director, The Rhode Island Risk
Management Trust
Former National Chair, Voice for the Poor Program, Society of St. Vincent
de Paul
Former Town Manager

Thomas Massaro, SJ, Director and Vice President
Laurence J. McGinley Professor of Religion and Society at Fordham
University, Fordham University
Co-founder of Catholic Scholars for Worker Justice
Author, 11 books and over 150 published articles
Former Columnist, America magazine

Christine Quistberg, Director and Treasurer
Retired Director and Secretary, Boston Cares, Inc.
Former Certified Public Accountant

Michael G. Nilles, Director and Secretary
Senior Vice President, Team Leader for Community Development
Financing
BlueHub Loan Fund, BlueHub Capital

William J. Sheehan, Director
Retired Chairman, President, and Chief Executive Officer, Sonesta
International Hotels Corporation

Rabbi James Greene, Director
Chief Executive Officer, Jewish Family Service of Western Massachusetts
Past President and Board Member, Reconstructionist Rabbinical
Association

Reverend Dr. Debora Jackson, Director
Transformational Consultant, Strategic Planning Expert
Interim Executive Director for the Conference of Baptist Ministers in
Massachusetts
Former Senior Pastor, First Baptist Church, Needham, MA
Former Dean, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Business School

Damian J. Esparza
Founder, SmartProperty
Former Director for Stewardship and Development, Diocese of San Diego



BRINGING VISION TO LIFE: DONORS, PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERS, LEADERSHIP TEAM, BOARD MEMBERS

VOLUNTEER LEADERSHIP TEAM

Thomas E. Dwyer
President and Executive Director

William J. Sheehan

Director of Operations

Richard G. Carlson
Director of Communications

Mary Dwyer
Director, English for Speakers of

Other Languages Program

Jean Lee
Director of Advancement

Nancy Sandman
Chief Development Officer

Christine Quistberg
Director of Finance and Accounting

ENGLISH FOR SPEAKERS OF OTHER LANGUAGES

Adriana Silva
Anne Sa’adah

Ava Pujado

Ben DeWinter

Bill Bulger

Bill Comer

Bill Koffel
Christine Samuel
Courtney Loughlin
Debi Hemdal
Donna Hackley
Dorothy Koffel
Elizabeth Preston
Fran Rametta
Francy Soriano
Galen Gilbert
Helga Barroso
Jaqueline Van Gessel
Jenna Lancey
Jennifer Bacevich
Jessica Depes

Judy Lee

Julie Fouhy
Kassandra Alvarez
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Liz Gastelum

Lucille Davy

Magda Beltran
Mansi Pagare

Maria Batten
Marian McDonald
Mary Kate Egan
Mary Iannuzzi
Miriam Martinez Elizondo
Norma Isakow

Pam Matthews
Polina Ovchinnikova
Raye Oheidhin

Rich Nelson

Robin Krawczyk
Roger Sutton
Rodrigo Chandia
Sister Nellie Naveros
Soleil Samaan

Susan Bennett
Stephen Hurley
Thersa Chaklos

Yvonne Lalyre

FOOD ASSISTANCE

Anna Adams

Chris Cummings

Deanna Evans

Food Assistance (Grab & Go) Team
James Regan

Joelle Caternor

Karyn Palomba

Kathleen Regan

Michaela Weinstein

Raquel Reynolds

OTHER SUPPORT

Adam Studdard
Brighid Tella

Deb Porter

Emily Lopez

Emma Robertson
Francis Xavier Ochieng
Madhuri Kamble

Mary Muench

Vlada Vokryachko
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BRINGING VISION TO LIFE: DONORS, PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERS, LEADERSHIP TEAM, BOARD MEMBERS

DONORS: FUELING SOCIAL JUSTICE

We are grateful to the many individuals who contribute financial
support to our work. As an all-volunteer organization, the dollars
you contribute go directly to our programs. Since our founding in
2016, we have seen consistent and sustainable growth from our
committed donors, with an increase in 2024 to support the Peter W.
Gyves, SJ, MD Memorial Fund after our founder’s untimely death

Over 80% of our funding comes from individual donors who care deeply about the work we do to

walk with the marginalized, advocate for justice, and put our faith into action to create a more just
world. Every dollar counts — and every dollar is appreciated. Over 60% of our donors give under $250,
supporting the purchase of text books for ESOL students, bagged lunches for our Grab & Go program,
and vital clothing for those in need. Our larger donors ensure we can provide a high-quality and
professional curriculum to our students, produce and maintain an extensive library of thoughtful social
justice content, and live-stream our social justice mindfulness programs. Every dollar is put to use
furthering our mission — and Father Peter’s vision.

Donors have responded with increasing

generosity to meet the needs of our :
Crowing programs We rely on the generosity of

individual donors to support
our work

$350,000 Father Peter’s
untimely death spurred

$300,000

exceptional giving.
$250,000
$200,000
$150,000
$100,000
$50,000 I I
So

2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Every donation makes a difference! Individual Giving
Investments 0
$243,383 | (S i
14% of I
$250-, .
Maximum
$31,483
% 61% of Donors:
;0 (] Under 5250 Average
50 $979
9% o Median
SIK-S -
Minimum
5% of Donors: S10
more than S5K
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BRINGING VISION TO LIFE: DONORS, PARTNERS, VOLUNTEERS, LEADERSHIP TEAM, BOARD MEMBERS

AFTDJ ACHIEVES HIGHEST RECOGNITION FOR TRANSPARENCY

Candid, widely recognized as the largest information service provider to
nonprofits globally, recently awarded A Faith That Does Justice its Platinum
Seal of Transparency. Organizations that achieve this distinction share
detailed, verified information about their mission, goals, strategies, and
impact, and meet Candid’s top standards for transparency and accountability.
Fewer that 1% of U.S. nonprofits achieve this status.
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OUR MISSION AND VISION

A Faith That Does Justice is an interfaith

organization that challenges people to

experience God by living their faith intentionally st e Al

in service to others. We do this by showing how faith-justice.org
unjust societal structures marginalize people

and by acting to help those in need. Our vision is Followus
people intentionally living their faith in action. @faithjusticeusa
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